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E-V-E-EN-I-NG S E-SSI1-ON
(7:03 p.m)

CHAl RVAN JAMES: It's ny pleasure to
reconvene this neeting of the National Ganbling | npact
Study Conmmi ssion and to begin the public conmrent
period of our site visit.

W are nost anxious to hear fromthe
residents of this community and are appreciative of
your willingness to come out here on a very cold, at
| east for this Southern girl, January evening to share
your perspective on the inpact of |egalized ganbling
on this conmmunity.

We've had a very full day and are grateful
to your mayor and to the staff of the Rescue M ssion
and everyone who assisted in making our afternoon so
producti ve.

It was informative to see the city and to
| earn first hand about the changes and acconplishnents
t hat have been made in the past 20 years.

As was discussed earlier in the day,
several individuals schedul ed to speak have requested

anonymty for personal reasons. They are prepared to
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testify before the Comm ssion, but have asked that
their names not be used in the transcript or related
news stories and that photographs and video recordings
not be taken while they are speaking.

These individual s have a conpelling story
to tell, and it's inportant as we deliberate about
such significant issues that we hear as nmany
per spectives as possible.

For this reason, the Conm ssion has worked
hard to cone up with a process that woul d accomodat e
their request. However, the Conm ssioners fee
strongly and equally committed to conducting itself in
an open manner and to insure that everyone has the
benefit of the information we receive. To exclude the
public and the press would be counterproductive
because their role in this process is as critical as
t hose who cone before us as w tnesses.

Those who requested anonynmity are not
seeking secrecy. |In fact, to the contrary, they are
willing to cone here to night to share their very
personal information about the inpact of ganbling in

their owmn lives. Nevertheless, they do seek privacy,
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particularly in their home town.

VWiile this is a public and an open
meeting, we will strive to acconmodate these requests.
For this reason, nmenbers of the press are respectfully
asked to honor the request for anonymty by these
speakers.

I will notify the public and the press
whi ch of the speakers has requested anonymty. For
reference, the individuals on the roster of speakers
who are only listed by their first nanes are those
i ndi vi dual s seeki ng anonymity.

| want to remnd all of our speakers that
remarks are limted to three mnutes. |If you have a
witten statenent, you may submt that for the record
and summari ze your comments this evening.

The staff will notify you at the end of
your time limt, and a light and, indeed, a buzzer
will indicate the time remnaining and when to stop

In all seriousness, in fairness to all of
our speakers, | would ask that those testifying limt
their remarks to the allotted tinme, and | would ask of

t he audi ence to please refrain from appl ause and any

184



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

unnecessary noi se.

W want to hear from as nmany individuals
as possible, and I really do ask your cooperation in
that effort.

| want to again express the appreciation
of this Commission to all of you for com ng here
tonight. We will spend a lot of tine hearing fromthe
experts, but your perspective is as inportant to our
work as anything el se that we'll hear while here.

W're not here to tell the residents of
Atlantic Cty anything about their experience with
| egal i zed ganbling. As | said earlier, we are here to
listen to you

Pl ease know t hat your comrents, both
witten and oral will be a part of our deliberations
and given the consideration that they nerit.

Thank you very much for your cooperation
and understanding, and with that we will begin our
public coment period, and | would ask your indul gence
with names. If | get it incorrectly, please don't
hesitate to correct it for the record.

Qur first speaker, Kasine Bey.
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